Tokolosh terror

Hi-tech kids’ show entrances parents too

THERESA SMITH

RAHAMSTOWMN s
currently festooned
with pesters - some
oo, some bad - bt
thar cleverest one thus far is the
little speech bubble sticker the
Tokolesh production  people
havwe Been sticking on to all the
posters they can me=ich
The strategically  placed
spench bubble makes the fipuee
in any poster uiter the words
“'d mather go and  ses
TOROLAOSHT in the bost tra
dition of ambush marketing
OF conrse the children's ad-
venbure story Tokodish i5 not o
b confused with the Frings
comedy show Takalshe Come
ord Go, which has actually
been profiting out of Tanya
Sprong’s marketing
Sprong is the writer/dires-
tor of Tokelosh, which has
ben having a problem attract-
ing audiences despite being a
pretty geod production
For something that is meant
to be  children's  theatos,
Tokotesh vses sophisticated
technology to create o fast
paced adventiure story where
animation mests live petion
Written and directed by
Sprong. the one-woman play
wses video prajection to crepte
a changing backaround and at
ane stage she evien intecacts
with o person on the sereen
Using o multi-amedia format
malees the production imumedi-
ately acceszible to foday’s aver-
age Syearald who is constantly

Tokodosh a children thealpe procuction sritten amnd FEI"I:II'IIH:d by Tarys Sprong, A fast paced Tanlasy fuelied adventure where animaton
|

meets e action, 030706 Plo: Neo NisamaRepor:

expased to computer penecated
imagpes, Static two-dimensional
backgrounds ace 50 last oen-
iy

Sprang plays several diffier
ent charpcters, including the
protaganist, voung Semeng Bai-
L wileo huas been sent to baard-
ing schonl whers she is served
camw] snot for breakfast and
hias to collect snails as a pun-
iskiment

Mot only does she have prob-

wresa Sk

lems with the sehool bully {who
refises to turn an the light so
Jerenn con simply go o the loo
at night) but a tokolosh seams
to have moved in under her
bed. In addition to the bed on
stagpa, the big screen compledes
the stagpe

Serena’s foravs into the
night through the long grass
and up o the forbidding (in the
moenlight) laundry whers the
snails bang out are believabdy

handled sinee she interacts
with an snimited soenery
While the play may be
aimed at childeen. Sprong’s be-
ligwable performance as o child
is entrancing anough o eape
ture the parents accompanying
their sprogs to the theatre as
well, Her timing is exeellant, es-
pecially since she has to keep
the pace exactly right becaose
the video prajection is timed
Mot that ther: were many

people of any age at the per
formance at the Memory Hall
at the Mational Arte Festival in
Grahamstown this past week

Paor PR means very few
peaple know abogt this Dwtch
production, which brings the
world of theatre and film that
much clessr to each othern
which 1% too bad, since this pro-
duction is world class, and
that's nok just Becawss 5t from
another country.




